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  WORLD FEDERATION OF COLLEGES AND POLYTECHNICS
NEWSLETTER


MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR
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As countries across the world struggle with stubborn economic downturns and high unemployment rates, they are also trying to deal with a host of other issues such as mounting sovereign debt, natural and man-made disasters, and political tensions.  Eyes are now on the increased potential for conflict in Korea, while war and terrorism still affect Iraq and Afghanistan and other parts of the world.  Europe is struggling to maintain the value of the Euro as some of the countries try to develop acceptable plans to balance their budgets.  Similarly, most of the states in the US are still trying to bring expenditures in line with reduced revenue.  

Given the current challenges that we face, the theme of the upcoming 2010 World Congress “Driving Global Recovery through Education” is more appropriate than ever.  Education and training are increasingly seen as a key vehicle for people to obtain the skills and knowledge needed for the jobs of the future.  At the same time, education can improve international and intercultural understanding and lead to more peaceful resolution of conflicts.  
Our work in skill based education is also important in developing the technologies and training for prevention of man-made disasters and in cleaning up after a disaster.  Countries devastated by earthquakes and other natural disaster will need to rebuild their educational
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infrastructures if they are to improve the standard of living of their people. 
So our rendezvous this November 14 & 15 in Birmingham, England at the 2010 WFCP World Congress becomes increasing important and I hope to see many of you there as we address the most important educational issues of the day.
News and updates from WFCP 
WFCP WORLD CONGRESS 2010 
MARK YOUR CALENDERS for the upcoming WFCP 2010 World Congress “Driving Global Recovery through Education” which will be held on November 14 & 15, 2010 in Birmingham, England. Hosted by the Association of Colleges (UK), the event will draw educational leaders from across the globe. It’s a major “must attend” event when it comes to learning about leading trends in technical education and applied learning as well as an excellent opportunity for networking.
At 2010 World Congress in Birmingham, a General Membership Meeting of the World Federation of Colleges and Polytechnics (WFCP) is scheduled for Sunday, November 14, 2010, from 5:45 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.  Please check the Congress program for more information. 

Nominations for WFCP Board membership for terms that begin at the close of the 2010 World Congress are now being accepted.  Please forward all nominations, including self-nominations to George Boggs at gboggs@aacc.nche.edu by 1 September 2010.

WFCP Affinity Group on Environmental Sustainability and Renewable Resources

The WFCP Affinity Group on Environmental Sustainability and Renewable Resources will be hosting its next meeting at the upcoming World Congress in Birmingham in November. Established at WFCP’s last World Congress in New York City, this affinity group was created to assist educational institutions and their surrounding communities to help create a more sustainable future and reduce greenhouse gas emissions. Colleges and polytechnics of the world share many common challenges and can benefit enormously from exchanging on the great diversity of solutions developed to meet those common challenges. So please join us this coming November!!!! 

If you require any additional information on the affinity group and/or would like to join our listserv, please email Gail Mulhall at gmulhall@accc.ca. 

Updates from around the globe

AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES (AACC) 
Community colleges in the US are concluding their academic calendars with students graduating, receiving degrees and certificates that will enable them to seek employment or to continue their education at a university.  

Presentations from AACC’s successful 90th annual convention can be downloaded from the AACC Web site.  One of the convention highlights was the signing of a “call to action” to increase college completion rates by 2020, matching President Obama’s goal of a 50% increase.  Meeting this goal will be a challenge in the face of a stubborn economic downturn that has caused student enrollment to surge while financial support to the colleges has decreased.

AACC joined the College Board in its recent release of a report that calls on colleges to increase the number of students who receive federal financial aid.   Only 58% of eligible community college students currently apply for federal grants to support their educational costs.  The US government is making the application form simpler, and AACC is calling on the colleges to increase awareness among students.

The US Congress has not addressed the politically sensitive issue of immigration reform, and individual states are taking uncoordinated actions in the absence of a national policy.  AACC is most concerned about providing access to affordable higher education and training for the children of undocumented immigrants, many of whom have been in the US since early childhood and consider themselves to be Americans.  While conservatives see this as rewarding illegal behavior, AACC believes this is both a social justice issue and one that has economic impact.  We are supporting federal legislation that would provide an avenue for these young people to be educated and become American citizens so they can contribute to our society and economy.

ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES TRUSTEES (ACCT)
ACCT continues to develop innovative and forward-thinking strategies to advance community college governance.  As part of ACCT’s new strategic vision to provide access for success, ACCT has partnered with the University of Texas at Austin’s Community College Leadership Program to develop new Governance Institute for Student Success (GISS), a project funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.  The mission of the GISS is to foster community college student completion through effective governance.  The partners anticipate that the GISS model will be translatable to community-based institutions of higher education virtually anywhere once the effective model is developed.  ACCT has also joined five other community college leaders in the co-signing of the “Democracy’s Challenge Call to Action,” which commits to increase student completion rates by 50% by 2020.   
With attention to global interconnectedness, ACCT President and CEO J. Noah Brown is completing his sixth and final year as Commissioner on the U.S. National Commission to UNESCO, where he represents the interests of community college governing boards and the community college movement overall.  

Finally, ACCT is gearing up for its 41st Annual Leadership Congress, to be held October 20-23 in Toronto, Canada.  ACCT welcomes and encourages all interested U.S. and international colleagues interested in learning more about community college governance to join us this fall in Toronto.  Please do not hesitate to contact Christina Sage at csage@acct.org for more information, or you may read more about and register for the 2010 ACCT Leadership Congress at www.acct.org.  

 
TECHNICAL AND FUTURE EDUCATION DIRECTORS (AUSTRALIA)
The 2010-11 Australian Government Budget has established a special AUD$129.8 million allocation for TAFE Institutes which achieve special quality performance targets. The Budget measure was announced as motivation to further lift standards and performance in teaching quality, higher completion rates for modules and qualifications and better access for disadvantaged Australians.  This also follows the Australian Government implementation of a national re-registration of all Australian higher and vocational education providers, which has been ongoing since October last year after several private colleges offering courses to international students collapsed during the Global Financial Crisis. TAFE Directors Australia had lobbied for the quality fund measure, in its pre-Budget submission. The $129.8M fund will begin in the next financial year.

The surge in GDP growth in Australia, spurred by the minerals boom and exports to leading markets such as China, Korea and India have triggered an official review on the structure of traditional trade apprenticeships. A National Resource Sector Taskforce, on which TAFE Directors Australia (TDA) is represented, has proposed that ‘Smarter Apprenticeships’ in partnership with industry include trials of institutional training in regional areas where direct full-time employment of apprentices is limited. The Australian Government has allocated $19.9 million in Budget 2010-11, to begin the ‘Smarter Apprenticeships’ trials. Details are listed on the website www.australianapprenticeships.gov.au 

.ASSOCIATION OF CANADIAN COMMUNITY COLLEGES (ACCC)
Following ACCC’s success in securing federal funding for Canadian college infrastructure, we turned our attention to another advocacy priority: federal support for applied research undertaken by member institutions. As a result of our efforts and the support of the government, the 2010-2011 Federal Budget doubled the funding for the College and Community Innovation (CCI) program. 

The CCI program supports college applied research undertaken in collaboration with the private sector to facilitate commercialization, technology transfer, adaptation and adoption of new technologies. The federal commitment was significant given that this budget focused more on cutting than spending. But more valuable than the funding was the explicit recognition in the budget narrative that colleges and institutes are catalysts for innovation and productivity improvement.

ACCC signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Centro de Formación Técnica, Instituto Profesional y Universidad Tecnológica in Chile that calls for increased cooperation and opportunities for student and faculty mobility between institutions in our two countries. The MOU also provides for information sharing in program development, and opportunities for member institutions to establish individual partnership agreements. 

ACCC was recently awarded an Asian Development Bank project to develop curriculum and implement programs for non-formal education in Bangladesh.
ASSOCIATION OF COLLEGES (AoC)
Following a recent review conducted by the UK Border Agency (UKBA), the UK has introduced a new Points Based System (PBS) for UK Visas. Tier 4 of this new system will focus on international students (non-EU) looking to study in the UK, who now have to be sponsored by the institution they will be studying at. The focus of 
this policy is on ensuring that genuine students are able to study at genuine educational establishments, whilst deterring those who plan to come to the UK for non-educational reasons, and closing institutions masquerading as educational institutions.

Students studying on sub-degree level programs (and degree level programs with work placements) for over six months will need to be sponsored by providers who are defined as Highly Trusted Sponsors (HST) by UKBA. All UK Government Colleges will be HTSs (along with Higher Education institutions and fee paying Independent Schools). Other providers will need to apply. The criteria for HTS involve very stringent regulation on student enrolment, attendance and completion. The UKBA has also raised the minimum EFL level for students studying on sub-degree level programs.

Colleges have expressed concerns that the changes may inhibit international students from applying to study in the UK, but they also welcome their automatic qualification for HTS as a clear indication of the quality of their provision. The key message is that the UK is very much open for ‘business as usual’ to international students and that, in the long run, the changes should give those looking to study here extra confidence.
If you’d like more information about the changes and how they might affect you, please contact John Mountford at john_mountford@aoc.co.uk  
NEWS FROM NEW ZEALAND 
In our last newsletter we reported that the government had introduced legislation to completely restructure the Boards of all 20 of the country’s Institutes of Technology and Polytechnics (ITPs).  The new Boards are now in place. Under this new legislation the size of the Boards would be reduced from 12-20 members to 8.    While the government would still appoint four people, this now represent 50%  of the total Board membership as opposed to as few as 20%  under the previous system.  In addition the government will now appoint both the Chair and Deputy Chair from among its four appointees.  It’s also worth noting that of the 80 appointments 34 are people who were already Board members including identical appointments to both Boards for two neighboring ITPs in Wellington.
In addition, the government is now conducting a series of reviews. One involves a review of the structure of the qualifications delivered by the Industry Training Organizations (ITO) sector.   Up to now the ITPs had a great deal of autonomy with respect to development of qualifications and this has contributed to the proliferation of qualifications. This review’s objective is to reduce the number of qualifications being delivered.    

Finally …as of January 2011, the ITP sector will experience significant reductions in funding.  

Upcoming events: 

“Driving Global Recovery through Education”, WFCP 2010 World Congress, November 14 &15, 2010 Birmingham, England 
Future Leader Institute, AACC, June 27 to July 1, Newport Beach, California

Future Leader Institute Advanced, AACC June 27 to July 1, Newport Beach, California

Presidents Academy Summer Institute AACC, July 17 to July 20, San Francisco, California
Reinvigorating the Economy—Renewing Our Commitment to Access, Excellence, and Student Success, 41st Annual Leadership Congress, Association of Community College Trustees (ACCT), Toronto, Canada, October 20-23, 2010. 
The World Innovation Summit for Education (WISE), led by Qatar Foundation, invites applications from around the world and from all education sectors for the 2010 edition of the WISE Awards. Celebrating outstanding achievements in education worldwide, the WISE Awards 2010 will be rewarding initiatives around the theme: Transforming Education: Investment, Innovation and Inclusion. Six Prize Awards, each worth $20,000, will be granted to individuals or teams of individuals for their remarkable educational impact and innovations. Applications are open from 15 May to 15 July 2010. Apply this year on www.wise-qatar.org and take part in the journey to become one of the six WISE Laureates
WFCP MEMBERSHIP      
www.wfcp.org 
American Association of Community Colleges  
www.aacc.nche.edu 
Association of Canadian Community Colleges 

www.accc.ca
Association of Colleges (UK)

www.aoc.co.uk
Commonwealth Association of Polytechnics in Africa 

www.capa-online.org
Higher Colleges of Technology (United Emirates)

www.hct.ac.ae
Pacific Association of Technical and Vocational education and Training

www.spc.int/PATVET
Technical and Further Education Directors (Australia)

www.tda.edu.au
ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY COLLEGES TRUSTEES 

www.acct.org 
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