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     Media release

                                 From the Minister for Skills and Workforce Participation

Wednesday, 18 November, 2009
TOUGH NEW RULES FOR PRIVATE TRAINING PROVIDERS
Tough new rules to maintain Victoria’s reputation as a leader in quality vocational education and training were released today for public consultation.
Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan said the Brumby Labor Government wanted to ensure that only quality providers would meet the new standards required to operate in Victoria, be it for international or domestic students.
“The Brumby Labor Government is taking strong action to support Victoria’s private education and training sector, the people it employs, and the students it serves,” Ms Allan said.

“In September I directed the state regulator, the Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority (VRQA), to prepare new guidelines that will better protect students and staff from incompetent and unscrupulous college operators.

“The tough new guidelines will deter incompetent and unscrupulous operators from starting up, and protect the integrity and reputation of the many quality providers in this state.”
Ms Allan said the guidelines focused on six key areas to help maintain Victoria’s reputation as a vocational education and training leader, including:
· Financial and management capacity;
· Governance and reporting;
· Quality assurance and continuous improvement;
· Consumer protection;
· Student welfare; and
· Educational resources and facilities.
Ms Allan said the VRQA’s new guidelines would complement the Brumby Labor Government’s other strong actions in the sector.
“Last week we introduced new legislation into Parliament to strengthen the VRQA’s regulatory powers, and earlier this year we became the first state to start rapid audits of high-risk providers,” she said.

“In September we released our $14 million Thinking Global international education strategy to support students and protect Victoria’s private education and training sector.
“And we are continuing to work with the Rudd Federal Government to strengthen federal legislation.”
Ms Allan said the draft guidelines will be available to view online later today by visiting www.vrqa.vic.gov.au
“I encourage anyone interested in the draft guidelines to send feedback to the VRQA before the consultation processes ends 1 December,” she said.
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