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NCVER facilitated a forum on Training for the Recovery at Parliament House Canberra on the 30 July 2009. The forum considered the longer-term implications for the training system of the global financial crisis and how the system should be positioned to support the recovery phase. Participants included VET and labour market researchers, industry and policy representatives, Universities Australia and Anne Jones and Michael O’Loughlin from the Victorian TAFE Association.  The forum considered what appears to be the biggest risk in the current GFC, the permanent scarring effect on unemployed 15-19 year olds who constitute the largest unemployed group.  Participants suggested a number of conventional strategies such as expansion of pre-apprenticeship programs.

More interesting was the forum’s eventual focus on skills preparation for an unknowable future than on skills required for the imminent recovery. This segued into a long discussion about the possibility of transforming training products to provide the robust and rich preparation that people need to navigate lifelong careers in unpredictable globalised economies. Many participants stressed the need for the  VET system to deliver stronger foundation in language, literacy and numeracy, problem solving, creativity and the other skills to provide a foundation for future skills development including pathways into higher education. The group identified the importance of portable yet broadly based qualifications rather than those based on narrowly defined occupations. 

The discussion also considered the opportunity to build much needed capability in the VET system by funding on capacity building not just on outcomes. Dr John Spierings from the DPM’s office reminded us that the department’s focus is on:

· Quality

· A new regulatory framework

· Pathways  as code for getting the qualifications settings right  

· Workforce development 

Prepared by Anne Jones. 

