TAFE DIRECTORS AUSTRALIA
OPERATING PRINCIPLES AND GUIDELINES FOR THE TDA

TUITION ASSURANCE SCHEME(S)
The Rules of the TAFE Directors Australia Tuition Assurance Scheme (Higher Education), as approved by the Board and which received Ministerial approval on 5 June 2008 and the Rules of the TAFE Directors Australia Tuition Assurance Scheme (VET) as approved by the Board and which received Ministerial approval on 28 July 2008, together constitute the basis for the governance of the two TDA Tuition Assurance Schemes.  

From these, the following principles and guidelines have been formulated to provide for the general management and operation of the Schemes:

1. While the two TAS schemes are separate entities for legal purposes, they will be managed and operated by TDA for all practical purposes as one Tuition Assurance Scheme (having regard for differences as required by the terms of the Ministerial approval).

2. The TAS sub-committee(s) provided for in both sets of Rules will be constituted with a common membership, and as far as possible, common agenda and papers.

3. The TAS Administrator, appointed by the TAS Committee, shall be responsible to the sub-committee for the operation of both schemes.
4. Payment of the applicable membership fee will provide a member with cover for both schemes, notwithstanding that a member at a point in time might only have FEE HELP eligible courses in one or other sector.

5. The TDA TAS fee applicable to a member will directly relate to the Member’s TDA membership category, irrespective of the nature or extent of FEE HELP eligible courses.  

6.
The fees for membership of the TDA TAS for 2010, with pro-rata application after 1 January, are as follows: 

	TDA membership category
	TDA  TAS FEE

	1
	$22,500 + GST

	2
	$17,500 + GST

	3
	$14,500 + GST

	4
	$11,500 + GST

	5
	$6,500 + GST

	6
	$4,500 + GST


Payment of any of the fees above will provide cover for all eligible VET and higher education courses. Members will not have to pay two fees; one fee will cover both sectors. For existing TAS members who may have paid an initial subscription greater than that provided for in this schedule, pro-rata refund will be made.
7. Where TAFE jurisdictions choose to provide for all FEE HELP activity across a number of  TAFE institutes, to proceed through a single TAFE institute with  corporate arrangements sufficient to secure ‘Approved VET Provider’status, access to TDA TAS membership will be determined on the basis of the number of participating TDA members in such arrangement.  For instance, if six TAFE TDA members are associated with a FEE HELP Approved VET Provider in a jurisdiction, then seven TDA TAS memberships will apply, the level and quantum of each fee being related to the participating institute’s respective TDA membership category.

 8.
Membership of the TDA Tuition Assurance Scheme(s) imposes an obligation on members to observe all rules and to support and accept such requests as may be made from time to time by the TAS, particularly so in relation to placement of students.
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