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NEW REPORT HIGHLIGHTS SKILL GAPS IN PRIMARY INDUSTRIES 

A new report released by the Queensland Government has identified an urgent need for basic and advanced skills training across the primary industries and fisheries sectors, especially in the areas of welding and the operation of machinery. 

The Queensland Rural Skills and Training Demand Report is released annually after consultation with industry. 

Minister for Primary Industries, Fisheries and Rural and Regional Queensland Tim Mulherin said the report puts forward strong recommendations on how to address the current skills gaps. 

“There are a number of key skills in demand right across the primary industries and fisheries sectors,” Mr Mulherin said. 

“These include basic skills, such as welding and the operation and maintenance of machinery as well as higher level technical and management skills. 

“We also found that many communities are struggling to access relevant and necessary training in their local area. 

“Training needs to be delivered locally and at times that suit industry and the report recommends training providers form partnerships with local industry so delivery meets the needs of enterprises.” 

Mr Mulherin said the report identified the need for different approaches to how training was structured. 

“The report recommends qualifications be broken down into incremental building blocks that can lead to a full qualification,” he said. 

“It also identifies a need for recognition of prior learning. 

“There are many highly skilled people working in these sectors who don’t have formal qualifications. 

“Recognition of prior learning will enable them to gain recognition for these skills, and contribute to the acquirement of a formal qualification. 

“Another key recommendation is a review of the current traineeship program for these sectors. 

“Trainee numbers have almost halved in the past two years, and many in industry are dissatisfied with the current system. 

“The findings of this report will guide the Queensland Government’s decisions regarding where to invest in training to address these challenges. 

“As we continue to accelerate the economic growth of Queensland’s $13 billion primary industries, it is important we have a skilled workforce to support us long-term.” 

For a copy of the Queensland Rural Skills and Training Demand report visit www.dpi.qld.gov.au 
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