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Introduction to Education Chapter
Two years ago this National Conference debated an Education Revolution. 

Kevin Rudd and Stephen Smith laid out what it would mean to value education in this country properly. 

To value it as an engine of economic growth and productivity. 

To value it as a force for inclusion and tolerance. 

To value it as a spark of democratic exchange and social equity. 

They promised to overcome a decade of neglect and begin a new chapter, a revolution. 

Delegates, today I am proud to stand before you and say that the Education Revolution is being delivered. 

A proud history 

Delegates, education is in the DNA of the labour movement. 

From the earliest days of progressive politics in Australia, self-improvement and solidarity have gone hand in hand with extending educational opportunity.
The proud history of education reform in this country is a history of Labor reform.  
More than ever, in this new century, education is at the centre of our aspirations. 

But for over a decade, education in this country was used as a political football by our opponents. 
We had a decade of flagpoles. 
A decade where the federal Government cared more about pursuing the history wars through the media than in finding out what children were actually learning in the classroom. 
A decade where investment in the early years and in universities was neglected. 

A decade where school funding was used to stoke ideological conflict, not support children’s achievement.  
Labor does education better. 
Better values 

Better investment 

Better delivery 

We are delivering in the early years. 
We are delivering in schools. 

We are delivering for skills, trades and vocational education. 

And after a decade when they went backwards, we are delivering for Australian universities. 

The Best Start 

Our revolution begins in the early years. 

We know that high quality services and support matter most in this time.  But in 2006 Australia was last among all OECD countries for investment in the early years.
We are fixing that. 

The Rudd Labor Government has agreed a $970 million partnership with the States and Territories to guarantee access for every child to year of high quality pre-school by 2013.
We have raised the child care tax rebate to 50 per cent. 

We are rolling out the Home Interaction Project to 50 communities around the country. 

And we are implementing the Australian Early Development Index, providing a comprehensive picture of how young children are faring and the factors that make a difference, so that future reforms and future governments cannot escape the hard evidence.
Smart Schools 

We are delivering for Australian schools, beyond any of the expectations that could have been placed two years ago. 

We are rolling out computers in schools and Trade Training Centres.   
We are implemented Building the Education Revolution: the largest school modernisation program this country has ever seen.
We are successfully developing a world class national curriculum.  A reform that governments have discussed and failed to deliver for twenty years.
We have introduced the National Asian Languages and Studies in Schools Program. 

We have ended the historical anomaly whereby Commonwealth Governments provided less funding for government primary students than they did for secondary students.
Over the next four years we will deliver an increase in recurrent and infrastructure spending to schools of more than 85 per cent compared to the four years from 2005 to 2008.
These changes are making a difference – we know that they will are welcome and necessary. 

But Delegates, our goal is to go further. 

Our purpose is to ensure a world class education for every Australian child. 

I know the power of education to change lives. 

As progressives, as Australians, allowing the disadvantaged to fall behind is not something we can accept for a moment. 

Our reforms are building a platform for the long term improvement that can make all Australian schools world class. 

Central to this aspiration is the quality of teaching 

Delegates, you know the importance of the interaction between teachers and students. 

You know that our schools are sustained by the dedication and hard work of committed Australian teachers. 

I am confident that we can lift this quality further. 

That is why we have agreed a National Partnership for Quality Teaching with every State and Territory. 

Better pay, greater recognition for teachers who excel in helping students achieve and choose to teach in the schools where they can make the greatest difference.
New resources and support, combined with high expectations to lift the achievement of indigenous students. 

New investment in the skills and capabilities of school principals. 

$1.5 billion for a National Partnership for low SES school communities. 

$540 million for national action on literacy and numeracy. 

And yes, a new era of transparency in Australian schooling. 

My passionate belief is that the investment to overcome educational disadvantage will flow from greater evidence and understanding that such achievement is possible.
That is why our reforms apply the same standards of transparency and accountability to every school, regardless of what sector or local community it is in.
That is why our proposals for school transparency will compare the performance of like schools, showing what is possible among schools serving students and communities that face similar challenges.
Skills and universities 

Delegates, our reforms reach into the vocational and university sector. 

The most far-reaching expansion of higher education since the Dawkins reforms. 

New funding for teaching and research. 

A new goal, with funding attached, to get 20 per cent of students at university from low SES backgrounds by 2020. 

More than 700,000 Productivity Places in vocational education and training. 

Unprecedented investment in university and TAFE infrastructure. 

A youth compact, to help people under 25 to gain the skills they need during a time of economic turbulence. 

A national goal to lift year 12 attainment to 90 per cent. 

Delegates, this work of reform has only just begun, but already we have recast the landscape of Australian education. 

I believe we can bring a permanent change to Australian education. 

A change which embeds equity and opportunity irreversibly in our public culture.  
A change which puts achievement before ideology and refuses to accept underperformance for any child. 

Change which realistically aims for us to be among the smartest, most resourceful and most inclusive nations in the world.
I am pleased to move Chapter 5 to Conference. 

