Highlights of the Australian International Education Conference

Sydney 13-16 October 2009

TAFE Directors and Heads of TAFE International will be interested in the strong strategic and public policy focus of many of the major sessions to be presented at this year’s Australian International Education Conference (AIEC 2009).

Plenary Speech by Deputy Prime Minister

The Hon Julia Gillard MP (confirmed), Minister for Education, Minister for Employment and Workplace Relations, Minister for Social Inclusion, Deputy Prime Minister will give a special plenary address at 10.00 a.m. Thursday 15 October.

Major Plenary- International Education: Transforming Australia

In this special plenary, Jenny Brockie, host of SBS television’s “Insight” program, will facilitate a wide-ranging discussion with both an expert panel and with the audience about the transformative effects the international education industry is having on Australia. 
In the context of a Senate inquiry, a review of the ESOS Act, an Australian government facilitated international  student roundtable,  a variety of Commonwealth and State taskforces and responses to current quality and student experience matters, and attempts by government to formulate a national international student strategy, the discussion will be broad-ranging and potentially controversial,  It will cover both current issues and shortcomings as well as the longer term educational, social, cultural, diplomatic and economic  benefits of international education for Australia and the transformations, good or otherwise, that Australia is undergoing as a consequence of our international education efforts.
Major Conference sessions include:
A National Strategy for Australian International Education
This session will foreshadow the outcomes of the NSW Ministerial Task Force on International Education as well as provide an opportunity to discuss government and industry's views on the emerging International Student Strategy and the potential for development of a comprehensive International Education Strategy for Australia.  Panelists will include senior government as well as industry providers from a number of sectors
The Demography of International Education: Impacts on Australia –presented by Bernard Salt

The GFC and the Implications for International Education – presented by Chris Richardson, Access Economics
The Nature of International Education in Australia and its Benefits – presented by Glenn Withers 
International Education Trends and Policies in China – presented by Madam Yang Xinyu, Deputy Secretary, China Scholarship Council

Covering strategic resource investment to build world class universities, quality assurance, international co-operation  and the fostering of two ways flows of talented students and staff through China Scholarship Council targeted support.

Directions in Australia Europe Cooperation
Cooperation between Australia and Europe in international education will be deepened following an IEAA-EAIE Symposium held on the 11th and 12th of October 2009 immediately prior to the AIEC.  This session will cover highlights of the dialogue and will discuss the priority directions identified by the Symposium drawing out in particular the implications for institutions and the public policy impacts.

India/China Research Session – presented by Rob Lawrence

TBA

Other sessions will look at
International Student Security and Safety: Street Level Initiatives

Good Practice in International Student Welfare and Enhancement of Wellbeing  Beyond the Classroom

The Changing Fortunes of Australian Transnational Higher Education

A Managed Approach to TNE Disengagement

International Student Demand in a Global Financial Crisis

Quality Assurance and Good Practice in Agent Management
Factors Affecting International and Domestic Student Retention and Satisfaction
The Future for Independent Education Providers

Full details about the AIEC and registration can be found at the AIEC website:
http://www.aiec.idp.com/program.aspx
