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We are living in a very perplexing moment. The current recession has fractured our confidence with a decline in global productivity and corresponding increases in unemployment and despair.  The IMF is however anticipating a turnaround by mid 2010 and a recovery that will mirror other past recessions.  The economy that evolves promises to be more dependent than ever on brains rather than brawn. Education, in a variety of forms, has emerged as the nexus of a complex set of economic and political challenges.  Who and how many should be educated? Are the pedagogies of the past sufficient to the task of educating new populations?  What should be the balance between technical skill education, which provides the applications we need in the workforce, and the humanities, which provide access to the social skills of citizenship which become increasing important as immigrant populations increase and workplaces become more cooperative?   

What then should be the response of education to these challenges?   

