Dear All
 
The Australian Government has today released an issues paper titled Review of Regional Loading – Issues for Regional Provision which is part of the Government's current Review of Regional Loading. DEEWR invites you to respond to this paper, addressing the issues raised and providing relevant evidence regarding higher education provision in regional Australia. 
 
The Review of Regional Loading is part of the Government's Transforming Australia’s Higher Education System reform agenda. The objective of the review is to develop options for a new, more logical basis for funding regional higher education provision. The review will examine the provision of quality teaching and learning in regional areas and the current funding arrangements, including the appropriateness of the current regional loading which is paid to eligible providers under the Commonwealth Grant Scheme. 
 
The Government has also sought input from key stakeholders through a State-based consultation process and will commission research including good practice in regional higher education.
 
The issues paper can be downloaded from the DEEWR website at www.deewr.gov.au/tahes 
 
Submissions should be addressed to:      Ms Jennifer Chadwick
Branch Manager
Policy and Stakeholder Engagement Branch
Higher Education Group
DEEWR
GPO Box 9880
Canberra CITY ACT 2601
 
Or emailed to: regionalHE@deewr.gov.au
 
The deadline for submissions is 26 February 2010.  Enquiries about the Issues Paper may be directed to Ms Bettina Cooke, Director, Regional Provision Unit, Policy and Stakeholder Engagement Branch, Higher Education Group, on (02) 6240 9072, or via email to regionalHE@deewr.gov.au 
 
Please note that DEEWR usually publishes written submissions that it receives and reserves the right to publish any written submissions received by it and the names of all persons making written submissions in the course of this process, on the Transforming Australia’s Higher Education System website. 
 
DEEWR will not accept submissions that are provided on a wholly confidential basis. However, submissions may include appended material that is marked as ‘confidential’ and severable from the covering submission. If you consider that information in your submission should be treated as confidential, please clearly indicate this in your submission or in a cover note and provide reasons for your request. DEEWR reserves the right to accept or refuse a request to treat information as confidential and will use the criteria set out in the Department of Finance and Deregulation’s Financial Management Guidance No. 3 on confidentiality in procurement, July 2007, as a guide in determining whether to accept a claim of confidentiality or not.
 
Ownership of all intellectual property rights in submissions shall vest in the authors of those submissions. However, each author of a submission grants to the Commonwealth a permanent royalty free licence to use, reproduce, adapt and exploit intellectual property rights in the submission for any purpose. 
 
 
Kind Regards
 
Jennifer Chadwick
Branch Manager
Policy and Stakeholder Engagement Branch
Higher Education Group
Ph: (02) 6121 3341 
 
 
 
