Digital Dialogue – Australia Network Call for TAFE Video Content Partners:  

Australia’s TAFE Directors are encouraged to build digital online and mobile communication with international students in Asia. 

Overview

· International VET students are media savvy and expect free on-demand information about education and adjacent lifestyle and regulatory issues and are adept at using online video, social media and mobile devices.

· TAFE Institutes have an opportunity to build 1:1 communication with international VET students by co-producing digital video with Australia Network and distributing content and information online, on-air and via web-based mobile devices. 
· Australia Network makes a significant contribution to informing international students about Australian society and values including education and English-language learning content. Moreover, opportunities exist to expand these roles.
· Australia Network has best practice experience in the development and distribution of programming in Asia Pacific and can assist VET education providers with media industry practices to ensure seamless delivery of content to international students.
Introduction

Australia Network a 24/7 international television and online media service funded by the Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade and managed by the Australian Broadcasting Corporation’s (ABC’s) International Division is looking to develop new content partnerships with TAFE Institutes. 

Australia Network is available in 44 countries in Asia Pacific and is focused on strengthening engagement in the region with international students, their families and alumni to promote transnational education in the VET sector and to increase VET paid enrolments in Australia. 

Australia Network is a soft diplomacy tool. It’s television service broadcasts Australian-produced content that includes  Australian-themed education content and English-language learning programs aimed at the international student market (the service is not designed to target expatriate Australians). 

Education programs include magazine lifestyle and observational documentaries about the experiences of international students while studying and living in Australia. These programs both on-air and online showcase the stories of international students socially integrating in Australia. 

English-language learning (ELL) content plays a significant role on Australian Network online and includes programs on IELTS (International English Language Testing System) preparation and ELL learning stories about Australian life and culture.

Australia Network’s online ELL service (www.australianetwork.com/learningenglish) offers a wide range of digital video and text-based teaching tools for the international student sector that can also be accessed online and by web-enabled mobile devices. 

The Commonwealth’s objective for Australia Network  vis-à-vis the VET sector is to provide a media and information service which will broadly support Australia’s national and education interest in the Region by:

a) Providing a credible, reliable and independent voice;

b) Presenting through its news, information and documentary programs a ‘window’ on Australia and Australian perspectives on the world;

c) Projecting images and perceptions of Australia in an impartial manner;

d) Promoting Australia’s engagement in the Asia Pacific region by fostering public understanding of Australia, its people and its strategic and economic interests; and

e) Raising awareness in the Region of Australia’s economic and trade capabilities, including education. 

How to Proceed:

Schedule a meeting with Australia Network (http://australianetwork.com/about/) to discuss as follows:

· Production services to be provided by Australia Network; 

· Creative services to be provided by individual TAFE Institutes;
· Production budget, intellectual property rights and timeline; 

· Content, editorial controls, duration of program and no: of episodes;

· Proposed distribution channels and markets; and
· Production team, timeline and commercial business models.

Business Models:  

1. TAFE Institute commissions Australia Network to produce the content; or

2. TAFE Institute and Australia Network co-produce series and/or vignettes; or
3. TAFE Institute produces and funds series but is executive produced by Australia Network.

Please contact Larry Anderson, Head of Business Australia Network at Tel: 02 8333 4572 or 0431 881 507. Email larry.anderson@australianetwork.com
