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Tuesday, 22 July, 2008

ALLAN OPENS $2.1 MILLION GREEN PLUMBING CENTRE
 
A $2.1 million Brumby Government investment will give Victorian plumbers world-class skills in green plumbing.
 
Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan said the Plumbing Industry Climate Action Centre, based in Brunswick would train plumbers in sustainable, energy saving, waste reducing and water saving plumbing techniques.
 
"The Brumby Government is taking action to deliver training opportunities for the needs of our future workforce," said Ms Allan. 
 
"This training centre will boost the skills delivered in current TAFE plumbing courses and will mean our plumbing industry will be able to respond to the challenge of climate change.
 
"This world-class facility will train interstate and international students funded through this year’s State Budget will further strengthen Victoria as a leading global centre for technical and tertiary education and training.”
 
The Combined Electrical and Plumbing Union, the Master Plumbers and Mechanical Services Association of Australia, the National Fire Industry Association and the Air Conditioning and Mechanical Contractors' Association of Victoria, the Plumbing Industry Commission and the Building Commission contributed $7 million towards the construction of the new centre.
 
Planning Minister Justin Madden said the Brunswick centre was the latest in a series of initiatives by the Brumby Government to ensure Victoria has the skills needed for a growing population and competitive economy.
 
"Since 1999, the Brumby Government has invested an additional $1.2 billion in the training sector, this world-class facility highlights our commitment to boosting jobs in emerging industries,” said Mr Madden. 

“The 2008-09 State Budget allocated more than $40 million for a range of TAFE upgrade projects as part of a larger $94 million skills and employment package to deliver higher-paid, higher skilled jobs for Victorians.” 
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