Graduate Employment Outcomes Survey

Australian Education International (AEI), which is part of the Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations, is undertaking a research project International graduate employment outcomes – on-shore and off-shore.  This project will contribute to a fuller understanding of the factors affecting employability of international graduates from the higher education and VET sectors.  The project has been strongly supported by the education and training industries and peak bodies such as Universities Australia, the Australian Council for Private Education and Training and TAFE Directors Australia.

The project will examine whether or not international graduates are able to secure employment in their chosen field of study, on-shore (for those choosing to remain and seek employment in Australia) or off-shore (in their home countries), and will record their views on the reasons behind their employment outcomes.  The project will also examine on-shore and off-shore graduate employers’ expectations, and factors influencing the decision they make in recruiting international graduates (particularly with Australian qualifications).
The methodology includes surveying, in mid-February 2009, those Vocational Education and Training (VET)/TAFE graduates who completed their qualifications between 2004 and 2008.  As well as surveying international graduates, a control group of Australian qualified domestic graduates will be included for comparison purposes.  

We are seeking your assistance in disseminating an invitation to participate through your alumni networks.  The on-line survey will take about 15 minutes to complete. All privacy provisions will be strictly adhered to and the Department will not have access to any personal details of alumni members.  

The participating graduates who complete the survey will have the chance to win one of two prizes valued at $A 500, or one of ten prizes valued at $A 100.  Further all participating institutions will be provided with a summary report of the findings at the completion of the project.
Further information about the project can be obtained from either Steve Nerlich (ph: 02 6240 9836; email: steve.nerlich@deewr.gov.au) or Dr Zak Rahmani (Ph: 02 6240 8774; email: zak.rahmani@deewr.gov.au)

TDA strongly support the project and encourage industry to assist with the dissemination of this on-line survey.  Please contact Rebecca Biazos (Ph: 0407 550 180 (mob); e-mail: rebeccabiazos@bigpond.com) indicating your agreement to distribute the survey and provide the name of a contact officer for further discussion as soon as possible, so that we can go ahead with administering the survey.

