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REGIONS SHINE IN TRAINING AWARDS FINALS BONANZA 


Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan has praised the efforts of regional students, teachers, training organisations and employers for their stellar showing in the 2008 Victorian Training Awards finals. 

  

Ms Allan said the number of regional finalists reflected the strength of the Victorian vocational education and training (VET) system right across the state, with more than half hailing from regional and rural areas.

“As a regional Victorian myself, it’s great to see so many of our current VET stars are pursuing the training they need to build a successful future while staying in regional and rural Victoria,” Ms Allan said.

“From Mildura to Wodonga and Warrnambool to Maffra, the quality of this year’s finalists has been truly outstanding,” she said.

Now in their 54th year, the Victorian Training Awards celebrate excellence across the Victorian vocational education and training system.

The awards feature 13 categories recognising outstanding students, teachers, employers and training organisations.

This year, 13 out of a total 20 student finalists are from regional Victoria, while 10 of 23 finalists in the organisation categories are located outside Melbourne.

Ms Allan said the high quality of this year’s awards finalists highlighted the training system’s vital role in meeting the current and future skills needs of Victorian industry and driving economic growth.

“Victoria’s vocational education and training system is playing a central role in addressing the big challenges facing our state and helping to secure the future competitiveness of our industries and prosperity of our communities,” she said.

“That’s why the Brumby Government is considering reforms that will equip the Victorian VET system for the 21st Century.
“Now more than ever, Victoria needs a dynamic training system that is responsive to the needs of industry and the aspirations of our young people.”

The winners of the 2008 Victorian Training Awards will be announced at a gala presentation ceremony on Thursday, August 21.
  2008 VICTORIAN TRAINING AWARDS FINALISTS

STUDENT AWARD CATEGORIES

KOORIE BUSINESS NETWORK AND THE INDIGENOUS ISSUES UNIT VICTORIAN KOORIE STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Linda Bamblett – Diploma Youth Work, Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE Division)
•    Vera Cooper – Diploma of Aboriginal Visual Arts, Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE
•    Greg Kennedy – Certificate III in Financial Services, Kangan Batman Institute of TAFE
•    Erin Peers – Certificate IV in Health (nursing), Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE 

DEPARTMENT OF INNOVATION, INDUSTRY AND REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT VICTORIAN TRAINEE OF THE YEAR AWARD 
•    Jason Francis Smith – Certificate IV in Agriculture, Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE
•    Jenna Gunnell – Certificate III in Business, University of Ballarat (TAFE Division)
•    Matter Machar – Certificate IV Youth Services and Protective Care – Education, Training and Employment Australia
•    Chris Soderstrom – Certificate III in Sport and Recreation, Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE Division)

VICTORIAN SKILLS COMMISSION VICTORIAN VOCATIONAL STUDENT OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Katrina-Louisa Beer – Certificate IV in Training and Assessment, University of Ballarat (TAFE Division)
•    Christina Laity – Diploma of Building Design and Technology, Bendigo Regional Institute of TAFE
•    Lauren Johansson – Diploma of Youth Work, Chisholm Institute of TAFE
•    Clair Pell – Advanced Diploma of Computer Systems Engineering, Gordon Institute of TAFE

SKILLED VICTORIAN APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Chris Black – Certificate III in Engineering (Mechanical and Trade), Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE Division)
•    Adamo Di Biase – Certificate III in Hairdressing, Gordon Institute of TAFE
•    Brendan Edwards – Certificate III in ESI Distribution, Central Gippsland Institute of TAFE
•    Lucinda Hems/Brundell – Certificate III in General Construction, University of Ballarat (TAFE Division)

JOHN HOLLAND VICTORIAN SCHOOL BASED APPRENTICE OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Johanna Martin – Certificate III in Tourism, Sunraysia Institute of TAFE / St Joseph’s College Mildura
•    Conor O’Neill – Certificate III in Hospitality Operations, Victorian University (TAFE Division) / Mornington Secondary College
•    Whaled Shihata – Certificate III in Laboratory, Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE division)/ Coburg Senior High School
•    Melinda Stephens – Certificate III Clothing Production, RMIT University (TAFE Division) / Mansfield Secondary College
 

ORGANISATION AWARD CATEGORIES

WPC GROUP VICTORIAN EMPLOYER OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Gippsland Aeronautics Pty Ltd – Morwell
•    McDonald’s Australia Limited – Collingwood
•    Ridley AgriProducts – Pakenham

GROUP TRAINING ASSOCIATION OF VICTORIA VICTORIAN SMALL TRAINING PROVIDER OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Australian Vocational Training and Employment Services (AVTES) – Warrnambool
•    The Caterpillar Institute (Vic – Tas) Pty Ltd – Tullamarine
•    CLB Training and Development Pty Ltd – South Melbourne

MC DONALD’S VET IN SCHOOLS EXCELLENCE AWARD
•    Eumemmerring College – Hallam
•    Geelong Northern VE&T Cluster – Corio
•    Inner Melbourne VET Cluster Inc – South Melbourne

VICTORIAN TAFE ASSOCIATION VICTORIAN TEACHER/TRAINER OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Lynda Jobling – Central Gippsland Institute of TAFE
•    Robyn Richards – Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE

SKILLS VICTORIA VICTORIAN VET CLIENT SERVICE/SUPPORT EXCELLENCE AWARD
•    Michael Loscavo – Goulburn Ovens Institute of TAFE
•    Joanne Webber – RMIT University (TAFE Division)
•    Kerrie-Lyn Young – East Gippsland Institute of TAFE

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL FOR PRIVATE EDUCATION AND TRAINING VICTORIAN TRAINING INITIATIVE OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Diploma of Hospitality Management, Industry Placement Program – William Angliss Institute of TAFE
•    Engineering Training Project – Apprenticeships Plus
•    Swinburne Employability Skills Passport – Swinburne University of Technology (TAFE Division)
    
TAFE DEVELOPMENT CENTRE VICTORIAN LARGE TRAINING PROVIDER OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Box Hill Institute of TAFE    
•    Kangan Batman TAFE    
•    Wodonga Institute of TAFE 

VECCI VICTORIAN SMALL BUSINESS OF THE YEAR AWARD
•    Sweeney Todd Waste Disposal – Lara
•    Touche′ Hair Skin and Body – Ballarat

For more information, visit www.skills.vic.gov.au/awards

