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                   From the Minister for Skills and Workforce Participation

Thursday, 2 April, 2009 

Victoria’s new plan for higher education
Victoria’s higher education system will be positioned at the forefront of education delivery in Australia as part of the Brumby Government’s new Higher Education Plan.

Announcing the plan today at the 7th Annual Higher Education Summit in Melbourne, Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan said it will dramatically expand the Victorian higher education sector in line with the Commonwealth Government’s proposed higher education reforms.
“The global economic crisis and skills shortage demand a renewed focus on education and employment,” Ms Allan said.
“The Brumby Government is taking action to create more jobs, boost industry growth and ensure that no matter where they live, Victorians receive the best education possible.
“We are a national reform leader, putting forward actions to build our nation and lock in prosperity.

“Now more than ever, Victorians need to be skill ready and qualified and we stand prepared to respond to this challenge with a comprehensive higher education plan.

“The plan provides for more university places each year, better access to those places, and a boost to research and development initiatives.

“In these tough global times, building an internationally focused, sustainable and competitive economy driven by innovation, knowledge, skills and creativity is a priority.

“Victoria’s universities are fundamental to achieving this vision and they serve as leading institutions to produce the knowledge and skills needed by graduates entering the workforce, and by industries competing in the global economy.”
The Brumby Government’s plan for Victoria’s higher education sector will focus on:
· Industry needs for higher education graduates into the future and the capacity of our institutions to meet economic and social priorities;

· The particular needs of regional and outer urban communities as well as the needs of institutions in terms of their locations and the populations they serve;

· Innovation and research needs and capacity; and

· The interface between higher education, vocational education and training and schools.
 “The Victorian plan will also address the vital issues facing our universities, including the future needs of industry for bachelor degree and above graduates,” Ms Allan said.
 “Victoria is the only jurisdiction in Australia that offers a universal entitlement for vocational education and training and the Commonwealth’s reforms would extend this to a universal entitlement for tertiary education – higher education and VET.

“Our historic $316 million skills reform package Securing Jobs for our Future is already leading the way for growth in the VET sector, creating 172,000 extra training places.

“We are ready to work with the Commonwealth to implement its reforms to ensure our universities are ready to meet future growth in industry demand for workers with university qualifications.”
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