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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – 24 February 2009
Victorian TAFE Association sets up $100,000 scholarship fund for bushfire victims

A $100,000 scholarship or financial support fund has been established by the Victorian TAFE Association to help students who have been affected by the recent bushfires.

Executive Director David Williams said the VTA was establishing the fund to assist TAFE students and potential students who had suffered loss or were experiencing financial hardship because of the Victorian bushfires.

“The Victorian TAFE sector is playing a part in supporting students and families impacted by the bushfires. Many current and potential students need some financial support to be able to continue with their studies.

In this way, The TAFE sector comprising all 14 Victorian TAFE Institutes and 4 University TAFE Divisions can make a significant contribution to relieving  some of the burden of affected students at a difficult time.

Students who have been badly affected by the fires need support through a difficult and demanding time,” he said.
The TAFE Association expects the fund size to grow as TAFE Institutes throw further support behind the scholarship scheme.

“A number of individual institutes have offered to match the VTA contribution dollar-for-dollar. We are overwhelmed with support and expect the overall contribution to grow with continued generosity,” said David Williams.
The scholarship will apply for any existing student in a TAFE government funded program or a student seeking to enroll in a TAFE government funded program. 

Students will be eligible to be considered for a scholarship or financial support if they or their parents with whom they live have received an emergency grant, a temporary living grant, or a re-establishment grant. The criteria is also flexible based upon the principle that the student has financial or emotional hardship as a result of the bushfire such as loss of direct family member, home or car.
Mr Williams said this was a simple practical step to help students who faced great challenges on the home front while they continued their studies.

“The funds will be used to assist students overcome their current hardships and enable them to continue their studies,” he said.
“It will provide financial aid to help pay for tuition fees, material fees, equipment, books and other course requirements.”
Students interested in information should contact student services at their local TAFE for full details and assistance in accessing the support. 
For further information contact David Williams 03 9639 8100, mobile 0417 592 119.
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