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      Media release

                   From the Minister for Skills and Workforce Participation

Thursday, 9 October, 2008
International student taskforce members announced
Membership of the Brumby Government appointed taskforce to examine Victoria’s international student sector has been confirmed, Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan announced today.

The taskforce findings will feed into the development of an International Education Strategy to ensure Victoria maintains its position as a preferred destination for overseas students.

Ms Allan said student bodies and key stakeholders are well represented by the members of the taskforce.

“I strongly encourage anyone with an interest in this issue contribute to discussions.
“Submissions will be called shortly and the taskforce will report to me directly within the next two months.

“The Brumby Government recognises the importance of our international student sector – with education now Victoria's largest export, contributing $3.9 billion annually to the state’s economy in 2007.

“Key issues to be examined by the taskforce include access to information, coordination of services, safety and accommodation,” Ms Allan said.
The taskforce will be led by the Parliamentary Secretary for Industry and Trade, Marsha Thomson.
International Student Education Taskforce Members

	Name/Organisation
	Sector

	Taskforce Chairperson

Ms Marsha Thomson MP

Parliamentary Secretary for Industry and Trade
	Government

	Mr George Lekakis

Chairperson

Victorian Multicultural Commission
	Government/ Community

	Ms Wesa Chau

Victorian President & Overseas Student

Australian Federation of International Students
	Victorian International Students

	Professor Simon Marginson

Centre for the Study of Higher Education

The University of Melbourne
	Higher Education

	Ms Julie Moss - Victorian President

Australian Council for Private Education and Training
	Private VET Sector

	Mr John Maddock

CEO

Box Hill Institute of TAFE
	Public VET Sector

	Professor Margaret Gardner AO

Vice Chancellor

RMIT University
	VET & Higher Education

	Professor Elizabeth Harman

Vice Chancellor

Victoria University 
	VET & Higher Education

	Ms Annabelle O'Brien, Director of Citizenship and Visa Services (Victorian Offices)

DIAC
	Government/ Regulatory

	Mr Joshua Beggs

Victorian President

ISANA International Education Inc
	International Students/ Community Support

	Sarah Cole 

President (Victorian Branch)

National Union of Students
	Students

	Mr David Jablonka

Manager Multicultural Liaison Unit

Victoria Police
	Government/ Community

	Mr Ashley Dickinson

Commander 

Victoria Police
	Government

	Dr Helen Szoke

Chairperson

Victorian Equal Opportunity and Human Rights 
	Government/ Community

	Ms Lynn Glover

Director

Victorian Registration and Qualifications Authority
	Government/ Regulatory

	Ms Linda Weatherson 

Director Community and Culture 

City of Melbourne 
	Local Government 
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