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‘Unions are angry about a decision to allow a Victorian TAFE to offer a degree in
nursing, labelling the move a retrograde step that willreduce the quality of education
for nurses, who now need university degrees.
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Victoria's largest TAFE college, Holmesglen Institute, has been granted approval by
the Nurses Board of Victoria to offer a nursing degree and wil do so from next year,
following a biter battle between the college and unions over the plan.

Holmesaglen chief executive Bruce Mackenzie said from July the institute would offer 40
fullime places in nursing and expected to offer 200 places in three years.

“We have got skills shortages inthis country in key areas - in health, education, those.
keyinfrastructure areas in terms of people’s wellbeing and [ths Gecision is] a
recognition thatthe best educators are the ones that can deliver to help in overcoming.
this skills shortage - imespective of whether theyve got a fitle tagged on itlike a
university or not” Mr Mackenzie said.

‘There had been heated opposition {o the plan. But he Gefended the TAFE's abilityto
provide nursing education, saying Holmesglen was a contemporary tertary institution

Australian Nursing Federation Victorian secretary Lisa Fitzpatrick called the decision

“one of the significant backward steps in the history of Victorian nursing™.
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W BRW. Keeping you up to date | ggiq
o Subscribe & always be in-the
“know Wi Mackenzie said no intemations places would be offered in the firstyear ofthe:
degree.
a Gur partners (pd) System requirements  Copyright _ Disdaimer _ Privacy (pdf) _ Subserption terms (pdf) _ Conditions (pdf) _ Contect Us _ About Us

Done @ intemet Protected Mod: On Ra00% ~





[image: image2.png]Expl X

OB = /vt com/appications/Stock i tmipid=ABione= ATL//2008L126000030576892 ~[5]x]

File Edit View Favorites Tools Help

afr

Google (G il idman movies [=] G0 © ) E5 = | €7 Bockmarke~ S 2blocked | % Check ~ 1 Autalink - £t (@ Sendtor 5 [2 icoe [2 kidman (2] mvies O settings»
% & [23]+] € sydney Morming Heald .. | AusPharm(einens | o fwmnsipcoma | @ nitpytobacconeathasy.. | sfecomResarchand T.. x | | - P ——
@-com | munau revie Wews home | Senvices | Newsltters | Share tabls | Events | Advertie | Newspapr subscriptins

e s e Fori v @ wews e O ame | @ ree manon

Workspace Union anger over TAFE nursing degree

Print Articls

» B clipboard

» B New Folder © ‘She feared a large number of interational fee payers would take places in the TAFE

courses and then take ciincal placements and disadvantage local students
» B New Folder @

“They will not utimately contribute to the future vabilty of the workforce in Victoria,” she.
said.

Hir Mackenzie said no international places would be offered in the first year of the
degree.

ANF federal secretary Ged Keamey said allowing Holmesglen to offer nursing was
retrograde step. Ifs about an understanding of he difierence between a university and
aTAFE " she said.

“Theyre both excellent education institutions, But we believe nurses have fought long.
‘and hardto be atthat level, where there's research, where there's scholarly
endeavour, where nurses can study alongside doctors and physiotherapists and other
health professions * |

“TAFE Directors Australia chief executive Martin Riordan said union crificisms were.
more valid before a modemisation process went through major TAFE institutes.

“The approval provides hope that we can see a wider choice of institutions forthose.
looking at a career in nursing, he said.

KEY POINTS

Holmesaglen Institute will offer a nursing degree from next year.

‘The Victorian college will offer 40 full-time places andis expectedto offer 200 places

inthree years
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