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TAFEWA colleges called to action

Portfolio: Training
Training Minister Peter Collier has called on TAFEWA colleges to develop an action plan to address new challenges brought on by the global economic downturn.
 
Following a meeting with the State training executive, Mr Collier said the plan would harness the State’s training resources and outline strategies to meet the needs of a rapidly-changing training environment.
 
Colleges have been asked to report back to the Minister by the end of this month.
 
“The demand for labour in the short term will continue to be adversely affected as the business sector adjusts to changing economic circumstances,” he said.
 
“We are now seeing major job losses throughout the State - in building and construction, mining and resources, and in a range of other industries.
 
“Our future growth and prosperity depends on the extent to which we plan and prepare for the next upturn in the economic cycle - it is crucial that we sustain education and training until there is a turnaround.
 
“There is also a real need in the short term to assist workers who have been displaced and whose employment opportunities have disappeared or diminished.”
 
The Minister said there was a willingness from the colleges to respond to the needs of the workforce, with part of the emphasis on recognition of prior learning.
 
“Many workers have acquired a range of skills that can be transferred to new jobs and careers, so we must ensure there is greater awareness of this,” Mr Collier said.
 
“We need to take a long-term view of our workforce development needs and I expect the TAFEWA colleges network to lead the way.”
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