

Wed 05 November, 2008
Immediate pay rise for TAFE lecturers

The State Government has announced an immediate salary increase of six per cent for TAFE lecturers.

 

The increase reflects an election commitment by Premier Colin Barnett to raise the status of the teaching profession.

 

Training Minister Peter Collier said about 3,200 lecturers in 10 TAFE colleges across the State would receive the salary increase, back-dated to September 5.

 

“This pay increase is in line with the six per cent salary increase recently announced for WA teachers, and further demonstrates the State Government’s commitment to the education and training sector,” Mr Collier said.

 

“These lecturers play a vital role in providing courses for more than 120,000 people each year across the State.”

 

The Minister said TAFE lecturers had not received a pay rise for almost two years due to prolonged pay negotiations under the previous Labor government.

 

“It is unacceptable that with the State’s economic boom at its peak over the past two years, TAFE lecturers last had a pay increase in January 2007,” he said.

 

“We needed to act quickly on this issue because the progress of the negotiations has frustrated TAFE lecturers.”

 

The increase in pay and the back pay component for all contract and permanent staff will occur in the salary paid on November 27.  For all casual staff it will be included in the salary paid on December 11.

 

Mr Collier said the six per cent interim increase would be absorbed into any final agreement on the TAFE lecturers’ pay deal.

 

“We will resume negotiations with the State School Teachers Union as a matter of priority to reach a suitable agreement,” he said.
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