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      Media release

                   From the Minister for Skills and Workforce Participation

Friday, 19 September, 2008
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT TASKFORCE LAUNCHED
The Brumby Government has launched a taskforce to examine ways to enhance international student’s experience studying and living in Victoria.

Skills and Workforce Participation Minister Jacinta Allan said the taskforce will look at ways to improve the experience of international students and review what impact the growth in overseas student enrolments has had on the Victorian vocational education and higher education sectors.

”Education is now Victoria's largest export and last year we attracted a record 133,000 international students from around the world – up 27,000 compared to 2006.

“The taskforce will examine key issues such as access to information, coordination of services, safety and accommodation.

“The Brumby Government highly values the contribution international students make to the state of Victoria.

“We need to ensure international students are adequately supported whilst studying here and return to their country of origin with fond memories and maintain strong links with Victoria and Australia.

“The Brumby Government recently called on the Federal Government to work with the States, universities and vocational training providers to find new ways to improve the experience of overseas students.

“The Brumby Government is committed to ensuring that overseas students continue to enjoy their experience studying in Victoria.

The taskforce will be led by the Parliamentary Secretary for Industry and Trade, Marsha Thomson, and its findings will contribute to a comprehensive International Education Strategy.

Other members of the taskforce will include representatives of the peak education bodies, the public and private VET sector, as well as higher education and overseas student associations of Victoria and the Melbourne City Council.
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