Information about the AQTF Excellence Criteria Trial from Chris Stewart, Acting General Manager, Quality and Recognition, TVET. 
What is involved in gaining an AQTF Excellence Criteria rating?  

In summary, the process steps are:
· The RTO develops a self evaluation report against the Excellence Criteria, using a template designed for this purpose
· The administrator appoints an evaluation team
· The evaluation team meet to review the RTO report
· The evaluation team makes a site visit, on the basis of which they recommend a level of recognition, develop required reports etc
· The recommendation is considered, advice provided to the RTO
How long does an RTO keep its status before they are required to renew it? 

Three years
Will the TAFE Institutes that participated in the trial keep their gold status when the official program gets underway?  

TAFEs in the trial are fully recognised against the AQTF Excellence Criteria – changes to the evaluation process once the program is formally implemented will be relatively minor, and will not impact on the recognition already conferred on the trial group.
What is the current status of the program?   

The NQC has:

· Agreed to seek a determination from the Ministerial Council for Vocational and Technical Education (MCVTE) about an appropriate arrangement for administration of the Excellence Criteria; and 

· Agreed that once MCVTE’s decision about administration has been made, implementation of the Excellence Criteria should proceed as soon as possible

How can TAFE Institutes get involved in the next Excellence Criteria program? 

Operational decisions about when to call for RTOs to apply to be evaluated will be made by the Administrator once appointed.              
How successful was the trial?  

TVET Australia was very pleased with the outcomes of the Trial – the Report of the Evaluation of the Trial confirmed that the Criteria are ‘fit-for-purpose’ but also provided advice about areas that could benefit from clarification/further development.  More importantly, the feedback from TAFEs in the Trial was that they found the process valuable and worthwhile – a number  commented in particular about the ‘internal learning’ that went with preparing their self-evaluation report; we also received a number of comments positively contrasting Excellence Criteria evaluations with AQTF compliance audits.  We found there was a real hunger from RTOs including TAFEs to go ‘beyond compliance’ and be recognised as excellent!
