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14th APEC Women Leaders Network Meeting
Women and Sustainable Development in APEC  
Singapore 3-5 August 2009
Expression of Interest

TAFE Directors Australia would like to invite members and delegates to join a vocational and technical education delegation to attend the 14th APEC Women Leaders Network (WLN) Meeting to be held in Singapore 2 -5 August 2009.  
Background

This year’s theme “Women and Sustainable Development in APEC” is in line with APEC 2009’s theme of sustaining growth and connecting the region.  In addition to promoting the participation of women in economic and trade-related activities, this Meeting serves as a platform for APEC women leaders to network and share their insights and experiences with key decision-makers within APEC.

In addition to attendance at the WLN, TDA has arranged with Australian Education International and Austrade in Singapore an additional program of business and partnership meetings with key institutions (Polytechnics and Institutes of Technical Education, Workforce Development Agency etc) in Singapore. 

Other delegates may be interested in the APEC Digital Economy Forum for Women on 3 August 2009. The Forum is organised by the Asia Pacific Women’s Information Network Center (APWINC) with the support of the Ministry of Community Development, Youth and Sports (MCYS) of Singapore.
Testament to the importance of the event the following speakers from across APEC have confirmed their involvement: 
· Professor Chan Heng Chee, Ambassador of the Republic of Singapore to the United States 
· Ms Ellen Galinsky, President and Co-Founder, Families and Work Institute 
· Mdm Nguyen Thi Thanh Hoa, President, Vietnam Women's Union 
· Ms Andrina Lever, Co-Founder of WLN; President, Lever Enterprises 
· Ms Myrna T. Yao, Chairperson, National Commission on the Role of Filipino Women 
· Dr Chonchanok Viravan, Immediate Past President, Business & Professional Women (BPW) International

Proposed Program 
Sunday 2 August – Depart for Singapore 

Monday 3 August – Vocational Education and Training Partnership Meetings/ or APEC Digital Economy Forum for Women
Tuesday 4 August -  Day 1 APEC WLN Meeting (Raffles Hotel and Conference Centre)
Wednesday 5 August  - Day 2 APEC WLN Meeting (Depart evening or next morning)

For more information regarding the program and speakers visit http://www.apecwln.org/
Benefits of Joining the Mission 
· Make valuable contacts and networks with key decision makers from across the APEC network 

· Collectively and individually promote the Australian TAFE/VET offering to an influential audience

· Position your organisation as a partner with industry and government in APEC for future skilling needs 

· Use Singapore event as springboard to further business in the region


Indicative Costs

	Item 
	Estimate

	Airfares 
	economy $1490.00 

business $4558

	Accommodation
	$1200

	Registration Fees (conference and project management fee)


	$1100

	Total estimated investment
	$3790 (economy)- $6858 (business)


Program Arrangements

In order to take advantage of special rates a dedicated travel advisor is available for interested participants to plan your program. This includes airline bookings and hotel arrangements.  Australian Education International and Austrade will support TAFE Directors Australia with on ground transportation and meeting arrangements.  
Contact David Russell (Independent Travel Adviser Pty Ltd) Tel:  03.9802.6186

Fax: 03.9803.2519 Mob: 04.1111.7514 drtravel@optusnet.com.au for travel enquiries
To confirm your interest and place on the mission please register your interest with TDA (rebeccabiazos@bigpond.com) no later than 6 May 2009.  Final confirmed bookings are required by 30 May 2009.  
For more information contact

Rebecca Biazos 

Director International Engagement

TAFE Directors Australia

Telephone 02 6205 4600


Mobile 0407 550 180

Email rebeccabiazos@bigpond.com
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