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Social integration and international students
Australian Education International (AEI)
 is asking for TDA members’ assistance on a research project to identify good practice examples of strategies that help international students socially integrate with other students and the wider community.   
AEI’s 2006 and 2007 International Student Surveys (ISS) showed that international students’ overall satisfaction with their Australian study experience was associated with their ability to make Australian friends and experience Australian culture.  
The Social integration and international students project will involve a review of the literature in this area and showcase examples of good practice being used by CRICOS-registered providers in the higher education and vocational education and training sectors. 
TDA will be a member of an AEI steering committee for the project.  TDA anticipates its members will benefit from showcasing examples of successful social integration.    Examples may include (but are not limited to) initiatives that:

· Enable regular interaction across cultures; 
· Address the common challenges all young people can face as they move into tertiary education;
· Draw on mentoring and social club arrangements; and

· Incorporate activities off-campus undertaken in collaboration with local community organisations.   
AEI anticipates these examples will be presented as case studies that reflect the diversity and integrity of the international education industry and:

· Are of 2-4 pages in length;
· Need not identify the provider if that is preferred; and

· Where possible, include measurable indicators of success.
I would be grateful to receive expressions of interest from members by 31 December 2008.  It is anticipated that a number of the case studies will be incorporated into a report which will be finalised before June 2009 and then published by AEI.  Participants will be gratefully acknowledged in that report.
______________________________________________________________________________________

For further information please contact Rebecca Biazos on 0407 550 180 or Rebeccabiazos@bigpond.com or:
Steve Nerlich

Director

International Research and Analysis Unit, AEI

Department of Education, Employment and Workplace Relations
Steve.nerlich@deewr.gov.au or 02 6240 9386

� www.aei.gov.au
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